
Services Sunday 8 May 2022  
 
 
Kirkurd & Newland Worship - 10am - Kevin Scott in church 
 
St Andrew's Worship - 11.30am - Rev. Dr. Tony Foley on in church & on Zoom (see email for link) 
 
Carlops Church  Worship - 10am - Rev. Dr. Tony Foley in church & on Zoom (see email for link) 

FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS 
Sharing of News & Information 
Anything you would like shared should be emailed to  
intimations@standrews-westlinton.org   
by Thursday lunchtime  would be really helpful to allow 
time to collate and distribute it. 

Minister for West Tweeddale - Rev. Dr. Tony Foley 
Email  foley.tony@gmail.com 
Telephone 07793 294 000  

There will be a meeting of West Linton Kirk  
Session on Tues the 10th of May at 7.30 pm. If 
anyone from the congregation wishes to attend 
please contact Mary Turnbull. 

Skirling Car Boot Sale 
This popular Skirling tradition is being  
relaunched on Sunday 15th from 2pm  
onwards. Everyone in the enlarged  
linkage is warmly invited to participate. If 
you sell for Christian Aid, entrance is free. 
Home baking and plant stalls plus teas, ice 
cream and other goodies in the village hall. 

Christian Aid Quiz on "Food and Drink" -  
paper copies available in church  

Christian Aid week 15-22 May 2022 
For covid safety reasons, there will be no door to door 
collection or coffee morning at the Graham Institute this 
year.   
How to donate: 
1.If possible, donate online at  
www.christianaid.org.uk  
Your money goes directly to Christian Aid with no  
hidden deductions reducing its value. 
2.Alternatively, a traditional Christian Aid donation enve-
lope for cash/personal cheque can be picked up at Sunday 
services in May. Return to Robert Higgins (01968 660629) 
for forwarding to Christian Aid. 

mailto:foley.tony@gmail.com
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/


Today we have bible readings from two people, Peter and Paul, who heard from Jesus after he 

had died. The gospel reading of Peter’s famous story of Jesus and the breakfast by the shore. The 

reading also allows us to hear some powerful echoes that Peter would have been very aware of:  

The three times Jesus asks Peter if he loves him to counter the three times he denied him when he 

was arrested; the fire reminiscent of the fire in the Courtyard that Peter was sat by as he made 

those denials and an open-air meal like the feeding of the 5,000. These actions and words would 

have been a powerful reminder to Peter of the life of Jesus.  And it looks like they needed that 

reminder based on what Peter decided to do after Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion.  He went back to 

his old ways. He went back to what he was comfortable doing, to his comfort zone: he went 

back to the familiar.  

 

We also hear the very familiar story of Paul . Here, we see someone who thinks he is doing God’s 

work. He is persecuting Christians in the name of his faith.  Paul’s conversion is dramatic. But I 

wonder if it’s as sudden as we sometimes think. Is it a sudden conversion or a sudden surrender?  

 

So, what was driving Paul? We know Paul was at the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7 54-60). Perhaps 

the fury of the members of the council at that event made him more furious in his hatred of  

Christians. It would seem so as he wanted to go further in searching out Christians to persecute. 

The original writ from the Jewish leaders, the Sanhedrin, would have covered an area where 

there were Jews. Having persecuted Christians in and around Jerusalem, Paul now wanted to go 

further. Some Christians had escaped to Damascus and Paul wanted to go there and extradite 

them.  It was on the way there that Jesus spoke to him and suddenly his whole view of what is the 

will of God changed.   So was this a sudden surrender rather than a sudden conversion. I wonder 

whether God had been ‘talking’ to him and it was just he wasn’t listening? Could it be listening to 

Stephen – as he asked the Lord to receive his spirt and hold the sins against them of those who 

were stoning him including saying how deaf they are you to God’s message.  Had that made an 

impact even if it was subconscious at this stage?   

 

The Risen Lord choose, then, to talk to the hard-headed fisherman and the fanatical persecutor. 

He had messages for them to put the back on God’s path.  

 

So for us today, I wonder how good we are at hearing God’s message? We can hear from to-

day’s readings that we can find Jesus in the everyday; we can continue to care for others no 

matter how we feel, and we cannot just rush into doing what we think is right without being sure it 

is what God would have us do 

 

Just as Peter would have found Jesus in the ordinary and the mundane, by the lakeside sharing 

bread, having a conversation, hearing a familiar phrase, so to can we hear our Lord in the  

everyday, in the mundane, if we take the time to listen and hone in our skills.   

 

Perhaps we hear God’s voice in a quiet moment of prayer. Perhaps we hear God’s voice when 

we get the help we need for a friend or a stranger.  

Steven Whalley 


